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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Galacatos, Katerina CIV USARMY CESPN (USA)
Cc: Mak, Kavita; Hess, Keith D CIV USARMY CESPN (USA); Firestone, Sarah M CIV USARMY CESPN (USA)
Subject: RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District"s Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 8:57:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Thanks for letting me know about the reassignment. I’ll update my contacts list.
 
I’m available 4/21 from 2-3pm ET (11-12pm PT) and 4/22 from 11am-3pm ET (8am-12pm PT).
Hopefully we can find a time that works. Let me know and I can send out a meeting invitation.
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C)  preferred
 


From: Galacatos, Katerina CIV USARMY CESPN (USA) <Katerina.Galacatos@usace.army.mil> 
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2022 7:38 PM
To: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>; Hess, Keith D CIV USARMY CESPN (USA)
<Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil>; Firestone, Sarah M CIV USARMY CESPN (USA)
<Sarah.M.Firestone@usace.army.mil>
Subject: RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
 
Good afternoon Alaina,
 
Please note that this project has been re-assigned to Sarah Firestone who is copied on this
email.  I think that a conference call would be a good idea especially for coordinating our
federal roles and responsibilities.  As it happens, Sarah was on annual leave during the last
week in March and teaching a regulatory course last week.  Please let us know your availability
for Thursday April 21 and Friday April 22.
 
Sincerely, Katerina
 


From: Hess, Keith D CIV USARMY CESPN (USA) <Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil> 
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2022 9:29 AM
To: McCurdy, Alaina <mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov>; Galacatos, Katerina CIV USARMY CESPN (USA)
<Katerina.Galacatos@usace.army.mil>
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
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Hello Alaina,
I’ve been out for a while so I apologize for this late response. I will defer to Katerina’s schedule for
the call.
Thank you,
Keith Hess
 


From: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 12:23 PM
To: Galacatos, Katerina CIV USARMY CESPN (USA) <Katerina.Galacatos@usace.army.mil>; Hess, Keith
D CIV USARMY CESPN (USA) <Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil>
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir
Expansion Project
 
Good afternoon,
I’m following up on my previous email on the Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I’d like to set up
a call to discuss the project and coordinate our reviews.
 
Thanks,
 
Alaina
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C)  (preferred)
 


From: McCurdy, Alaina 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 3:24 PM
To: katerina.galacatos@usace.army.mil; Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
 
Hi Keith and Katerina,
 
My name is Alaina McCurdy and I’m with EPA’s WIFIA Program run out of EPA Headquarters. WIFIA
is a loan program for water and wastewater infrastructure projects, and has invited Valley Water to
apply for their Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I expect their WIFIA application to be submitted
in the near future and was given your names by Valley Water. I’m the environmental reviewer
assigned to this project, responsible for the NEPA review, ESA and NHPA.
 
It’d be great to set up a time to chat about the project and coordinate our reviews. Please let me
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know if any of these times over the next week work for you both.
Friday 3/25 2-3pm ET (11-12pm PT)
Monday 3/28 12-4pm ET (9-1pm PT)
Tuesday 3/29 12-2pm ET (9-11am PT)
Wednesday 3/30 2-4pm ET (11am-1pm PT)
 
Thanks,
Alaina
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell- 
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: "katerina.galacatos@usace.army.mil"; "Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil"
Cc: Mak, Kavita
Subject: RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District"s Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3:23:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Good afternoon,
I’m following up on my previous email on the Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I’d like to set up
a call to discuss the project and coordinate our reviews.
 
Thanks,
 
Alaina
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C)  (preferred)
 


From: McCurdy, Alaina 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 3:24 PM
To: katerina.galacatos@usace.army.mil; Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
 
Hi Keith and Katerina,
 
My name is Alaina McCurdy and I’m with EPA’s WIFIA Program run out of EPA Headquarters. WIFIA
is a loan program for water and wastewater infrastructure projects, and has invited Valley Water to
apply for their Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I expect their WIFIA application to be submitted
in the near future and was given your names by Valley Water. I’m the environmental reviewer
assigned to this project, responsible for the NEPA review, ESA and NHPA.
 
It’d be great to set up a time to chat about the project and coordinate our reviews. Please let me
know if any of these times over the next week work for you both.
Friday 3/25 2-3pm ET (11-12pm PT)
Monday 3/28 12-4pm ET (9-1pm PT)
Tuesday 3/29 12-2pm ET (9-11am PT)
Wednesday 3/30 2-4pm ET (11am-1pm PT)
 
Thanks,
Alaina
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Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell- 
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Jefferis, Brian; Mak, Kavita; Longrie, Ashley; Temple, Leslie
Cc: Escobar, Alejandro
Subject: RE: Santa Clara Valley Water - Pacheco Dam - Heads up
Date: Wednesday, March 9, 2022 2:42:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png


If there is another agency involved, we’ll have to coordinate with them. Please hedge any bets on
the lead until after their app is in. I don’t want that info to get out ahead of us. I’d much rather lean
on another agency than take this on ourselves, we barely have capacity to keep what we already
have moving.
 
Thanks,
Alaina
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C) 
 


From: Jefferis, Brian <jefferis.brian@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 9, 2022 2:39 PM
To: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>; McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>; Longrie,
Ashley <Longrie.Ashley@epa.gov>; Temple, Leslie <temple.leslie@epa.gov>
Cc: Escobar, Alejandro <escobar.alejandro@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Santa Clara Valley Water - Pacheco Dam - Heads up
 
Thanks Kavita, maybe the first EIS for WIFIA? That’ll be 2 years 
 


From: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 9, 2022 2:22 PM
To: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>; Longrie, Ashley <Longrie.Ashley@epa.gov>;
Temple, Leslie <temple.leslie@epa.gov>
Cc: Escobar, Alejandro <escobar.alejandro@epa.gov>; Jefferis, Brian <jefferis.brian@epa.gov>
Subject: Santa Clara Valley Water - Pacheco Dam - Heads up
 
This is a heads up for the environmental team:
 
An engineer with Santa Clara Valley Water called me today about the Pacheco Dam project. They
plan to submit their loan application in April. He wanted to double check that we would be the lead
federal agency for NEPA since they are currently working with Bureau of Reclamation with another
project that is related to this one, but separate. I told him we would likely be the lead federal
agency. He mentioned that this project would have significant, unavoidable impacts and that they
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are already working with FWS on a Section 7 consultation.
 
I wanted to give you all a heads up because this application will be coming in soon and the
environmental review looks like it will be really heavy lift. On the plus side the borrower is aware
that the review could take long time and they are willing to work with us to complete any
documentation or surveys necessary to finish the review.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
Kavita
 


Kavita Mak, P.E. (she/her)
Environmental Engineer
WIFIA Management Division
Office of Wastewater Management
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(O) 202-566-2999
(M) (
mak.kavita@epa.gov
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Melih Ozbilgin; Mak, Kavita
Subject: RE: Section 7 Consultation Initiation Staff
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:40:00 PM


Thanks for these contacts. I’ll begin reaching out to folks today.
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C) 
 


From: Melih Ozbilgin <MOzbilgin@valleywater.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 11:59 AM
To: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>; McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Section 7 Consultation Initiation Staff
 
…and here are the contact we have for Army Corps of Engineers:
 
Katerina Galacatos, Ph.D.
Chief South Branch, Regulatory Division
San Francisco District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
450 Golden Gate Avenue, 4th Floor
San Francisco, California 94102-3406
Email: katerina.galacatos@usace.army.mil
Telephone: 415-503-6778
 
Keith Hess
San Francisco District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
601 Startare Drive, #13
Eureka, CA 95501
Email: Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil
Telephone:  (cell) or (707) 443-0855
 
 
 
 
 


From: Melih Ozbilgin 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2022 2:49 PM
To: Mak.kavita@epa.gov; mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov
Subject: FW: Section 7 Consultation Initiation Staff
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Importance: High
 
Kavita, Alaina,
 
Below are the contact information for the Bureau of Reclamation. Nicole is the PM for the San Luis
Low Point Improvement Project, at which Pacheco is the preferred NED alternative. Shane is her
supervisor and Anastasia is his supervisor. We meet bi-weekly on our Project Development meetings
and both Nicole and Shane participate at those.
 
Let me know if you need any other contact information from BOR. Todd is gathering contact
information from Corps of Engineers, San Francisco District. I will share them with you likely by
tomorrow.
 
It was great meeting and discussing with you both.
 
Best regards,
Melih
 


From: Johnson, Nicole S <njohnson@usbr.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2022 12:25 PM
To: Melih Ozbilgin <MOzbilgin@valleywater.org>
Subject: Section 7 Consultation Initiation Staff
 
Shane Hunt
Environmental Compliance and Conservation Branch Chief, Division of Environmental Affairs
916-978-5051
shunt@usbr.gov
 
Anastasia Leigh
Regional Environmental Officer, Division of Environmental Affairs
916-281-8471
aleigh@usbr.gov
 
 
Nicole S. Johnson
Project Manager
Bureau of Reclamation,  Interior Region 10 · California-Great Basin, Division of Planning
2800 Cottage Way MP-700, Sacramento, CA  95825
Office: 916-978-5085
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Fligger, Karen; Jernberg, Jorianne
Subject: RE: WIFIA dam and reservoir projects
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 12:49:00 PM
Attachments: WIFIA Dams and Reservoir Projects1.11.22.docx


Hi Karen and Jorianne,
I’ve added an additional table to Karen’s document that outlines the known WIFIA status and a
summary of the env reviews completed to date and any other federal agency involvement. Let me
know if there is any other info that’d be helpful for me to include.
 
Thanks,
Alaina
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C) 
 


From: Fligger, Karen <Fligger.Karen@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 10:54 AM
To: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>; Jernberg, Jorianne <jernberg.jorianne@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: WIFIA dam and reservoir projects
 
Sure. Its here:
I:\WIFIA\Program Management\Briefing Materials
 
If there is a better place for it, it can move.
 
******************************
Karen Fligger (she/her)
Senior Program Manager, WIFIA Program
U.S. EPA
202-564-2992
 


From: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 9:14 AM
To: Jernberg, Jorianne <jernberg.jorianne@epa.gov>; Fligger, Karen <Fligger.Karen@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: WIFIA dam and reservoir projects
 
Hi Karen,
Can I add a column for status to your table? Let me know where I can find the original.
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WIFIA Dams and Reservoir Projects


WIFIA Eligibility:


Dams and raw water reservoir projects may be eligible for WIFIA loans under the following:


· 3905(5)- A project for repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of a treatment works, community water system, or aging water distribution or waste collection facility (including a facility that serves a population or community of an Indian reservation). 


· Repair, rehabilitation, and replacement of dams and raw water reservoirs that are owned and managed by the community water system.


·  This eligibility does not include new dams and raw water reservoirs.


· 3905(7)- A project to prevent, reduce, or mitigate the effects of drought, including projects that enhance the resilience of drought-stricken watersheds.


· Some projects for construction or rehabilitation of dams and reservoirs that are not eligible (5) may be eligible if there is a direct connection to preventing, reducing, or mitigating drought. 


· This eligibility does not require that the project be a public water system or a community water system.


· This eligibility could include new dams and raw water reservoirs.


DWSRF Eligibility


· EPA’s exception from the DWSRF prohibition on dam and reservoir rehabilitation projects was approved in June 2021. This class exception allows public water systems to fund rehabilitation projects for existing dams and reservoirs under certain circumstances.


· Class Deviation from 40 CFR 35.3520(e)(1) and (3) for the Use of DWSRF for Rehabilitation of Dams and Reservoirs (2021)






Dam and Reservoir Projects in the WIFIA Program’s Pipeline


			Year


			Borrower Name


			Project Name


			Invited Amount


			Description





			2020


			Santa Clara Valley Water District


			Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project


			$693 million


			The Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project will expand the Pacheco Reservoir to 140 thousand acre-feet by constructing a new dam, pump station, conveyance facilities, and related infrastructure. The purpose of the project is to mitigate against drought, provide emergency water supply, and reduce aquifer depletion and flooding.





			2021


			Santa Clara Valley Water District


			Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project


			$575 million


			Same as above





			2021


			South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority 


			Lake Whitney Dam and Spillway Improvements 


			


$20 million





			The Lake Whitney Dam and Spillway Improvements project will rehabilitate the dam, which is used for drinking water supply and drought mitigation. The purpose of the project is to implement dam improvements to ensure that the dam will meet regulatory requirements for structural stability and spillway capacity.





			2021


			United Water Conservation District (pdf)


			Santa Felicia Safety Improvement Project


			$52 million





			The Santa Felicia Safety Improvement project includes a new outlet works and spillway improvement, which will increase the Santa Felicia Dam and Lake Piru Reservoir's efficiency. The purpose of these projects is to improve the dam's ability to provide storage and flexibility for managing groundwater basins sustainability and abating seawater intrusion in Oxnard Basin aquifers.





			2020


			Rancho California Water District


			Vail Dam Seismic and Hydrologic Remediation Project


			$42 million


			The Vail Dam Seismic and Hydrologic Remediation Project will construct a new straight-axis concrete dam located downstream of the existing arch dam. The current dam's spillway is insufficient to pass the Probable Maximum Flood without overtopping the dam, and the existing concrete arch dam would not resist the stresses induced by the Maximum Credible Earthquake. The purpose of this project is to replace aging infrastructure, provide flood control from a major earthquake, and provide a local water supply averaging 4,800 acre-feet per year.





			2020


			Birmingham Water Works


			Infrastructure Repair and Rehabilitation Project


			$147 million


			The Infrastructure Repair and Rehabilitation Project will include three projects: 1) Lake Purdy dam rehabilitation; 2) water main replacement; and 3) distribution storage tank rehabilitation. The purpose of these projects is improving water resiliency, quality, and supply dependability, particularly during a drought.





			2020


			City of Escondido


			Lake Wohlford Dam Replacement Project


			$42 million


			The Lake Wohlford Dam Replacement Project will construct a replacement dam, integral spillway, a new outlet tower, and partially deconstruct the existing dam. The purpose of the project is to restore the reservoir to its former capacity which will mitigate the effects of drought, reduce reliance on imported water, improve raw water quality, and address safety hazards.





			2021


			Northern Water


			Northern Integrated Supply Project


			Waitlisted


			The Northern Integrated Supply Project is a regional water storage and distribution project that will annually supply fifteen Northern Colorado Front Range water providers with 40,000 acre-feet of new, reliable water supplies by building two reservoirs and associated infrastructure.











WIFIA Status and Environmental Review info for Dam and Reservoir Projects in the WIFIA Program’s Pipeline


			Year


			Borrower Name


			State


			Project Name


			WIFIA Status


			Env Info/Other agency lead





			2020


			Santa Clara Valley Water District


			CA


			Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project


			invited to submit an application but doesn’t plan to submit until some time later this year.


			Has WIIN funding from BOR.


California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) completion is planned for December 2022. To date, several environmental reviews of the Project have been completed, including the EPA review of the Draft SLLPIP Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) released in 2019. Lead NEPA agency BOR.


Last estimate-final versions of the SLLPIP Feasibility Report and EIS/EIR in late 2020. FR released Sept 2020, However no release of FEIS to date. 


Corps, EPA, FWS are all cooperating agencies.





			2021


			Santa Clara Valley Water District


			CA


			Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project


			Same as above


			Same as above





			2021


			South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority  aka Regional Water Authority (RWA)


			CT


			Lake Whitney Dam and Spillway Improvements


			Invited to submit application. Invited to 12/7 webinar and requested quarterly check-ins leading up to a fall 2022 application. Borrower confirmed receipt of email, but not attendance.


			Project still in design. Corps involvement for permitting but unclear if any coordination has taken place to date. 





			2021


			United Water Conservation District (pdf)


			CA


			Santa Felicia Safety Improvement Project (SFDSIP)


			Invited to submit application. 


			FERC- Division of Dam Safety and Inspections, involved in safety evaluations. FERC docket # P-2153-001. Project needs to comply with FERC requirements. FERC issued a draft EA in 2005 and final in 2007 for license renewal, originally issued in 1954 was a 50 yr license. Have env studies associated with EA, including NHPA, ESA.





			2020


			Rancho California Water District


			CA


			Vail Dam Seismic and Hydrologic Remediation Project


			Invited to submit application. 9.28.2021 Applicant has received a FEMA award of $49.6 million.  They are completing their final design (due mid-2022) and progressing on environmental impact and permitting issues.  They do not expect to know until mid-2022 whether they will need WIFIA and in what amount.  Have requested an extension of the application deadline.  


9.3.2021 Rancho has notified WIFIA that they plan to request an extension of the deadline to submit an application.


			CEQA Initial Study completed in June 2020. Provided schedule estimating Final EIR in 2021, but doesn’t appear to have achieved date. Requires Corps permit, but unclear if the process has begun. Corps not involved in 2010 CEQA doc. Also has BOR and FEMA involvement. LOI suggests that either BOR or FEMA will be lead for NEPA.





			2020


			Birmingham Water Works Board (BWWB)


			AL


			Infrastructure Repair and Rehabilitation Project


			Invited to submit application. 


1/11 Previously uncertain on submittal but looks like they’re now projecting to submit in Feb 2022. Plan to submit fee soon.


			No obvious involvement from other agencies but expect a Corps permit would be needed. Limited info available.





			2020


			City of Escondido


			CA


			Lake Wohlford Dam Replacement Project


			Submitted application June 2021, estimated closing April 2022. 





			EPA leading consultations, working through difficult tribal relationships. Corps involved for 404 permitting. Plan to use WIFIA PEA for NEPA compliance.





			2021


			Northern Water


			CO


			Northern Integrated Supply Project (NSIP)


			 Put on Waitlist


			NISP began the formal EIS/404 permitting process in 2004 and the DEIS was released for public comment in 2008. Lead agency was Army Corps of Engineers. Cooperating Agencies: CO DOT, BLM, EPA, FWS.


DEIS CEQ# 200870167; Corps PN # 200380509. The Supplemental DEIS was released in June 2015 and the FEIS was released in July 2018. A final ROD was expected by Spring of 2021, but it has not been issued yet. Received State 401 WQ Cert in 2020.


Phase 1- Glade Reservoir will submerge a portion of the existing highway 287 resulting in the realignment of highway 287 east of the reservoir. Highway costs are not included in WIFIA project. 















Thanks,
 
Alaina
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C) 
 


From: Jernberg, Jorianne <jernberg.jorianne@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 5:26 PM
To: Fligger, Karen <Fligger.Karen@epa.gov>
Cc: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: WIFIA dam and reservoir projects
 
Thank you!
 
Jorianne


 


Jorianne Jernberg


(o): 202-566-1831


(c): 


 


From: Fligger, Karen <Fligger.Karen@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 5:16 PM
To: Jernberg, Jorianne <jernberg.jorianne@epa.gov>
Cc: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>
Subject: WIFIA dam and reservoir projects
 
Hi Jorianne-
I put together the attached to provide you background about the dam and reservoir projects in the
WIFIA pipeline and the eligibility of those types of projects.
 
Let me know if you need anything else.
 
Karen
 
******************************
Karen Fligger (she/her)
Senior Program Manager, WIFIA Program
U.S. EPA
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202-564-2992
 












From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Hunt, Shane D; Leigh, Anastasia T; Johnson, Nicole S
Cc: Mak, Kavita
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District"s Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Date: Wednesday, April 6, 2022 9:07:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Hi Shane,
Tuesday 4/12 from 1-2pm ET works for me. A teams meeting works great, that’s our default meeting
platform. Will you send a meeting invitation?
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C)  preferred
 


From: Hunt, Shane D <shunt@usbr.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 5, 2022 6:33 PM
To: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>; Leigh, Anastasia T <ALeigh@usbr.gov>; Johnson,
Nicole S <njohnson@usbr.gov>
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir
Expansion Project
 
Hi Alaina,
Would any of these times work for you? Do you have access to Microsoft Teams?
Thursday 4/7 2-3pm ET (11-12pm PT)
Tuesday 4/12 1-2pm ET (10-11am PT)
Wednesday 4/13 1-2pm ET (10-11am PT)
Thanks,
Shane
 
Shane Hunt
Environmental Compliance and Conservation Branch
Bureau of Reclamation, CGB-152
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, CA 95825
(916) 978-5051 (office)


 (cell)
 


From: Hunt, Shane D 
Sent: Friday, April 1, 2022 10:51 AM
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To: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>; Leigh, Anastasia T <ALeigh@usbr.gov>; Johnson,
Nicole S <njohnson@usbr.gov>
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir
Expansion Project
 
Hi Alaina,
Sorry for the delayed response. We are working on some internal coordination right now. Will be
back in touch with you soon.
Thanks,
Shane
 
Shane Hunt
Environmental Compliance and Conservation Branch
Bureau of Reclamation, CGB-152
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, CA 95825
(916) 978-5051 (office)


 (cell)
 


From: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 12:23 PM
To: Hunt, Shane D <shunt@usbr.gov>; Leigh, Anastasia T <ALeigh@usbr.gov>; Johnson, Nicole S
<njohnson@usbr.gov>
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir
Expansion Project
 


 


 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  


 


Good afternoon,
I’m following up on my previous email on the Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I’d like to set up
a call to discuss the project and coordinate our reviews.
 
Thanks,
 
Alaina
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Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C)  (preferred)
 
 


From: McCurdy, Alaina 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 3:27 PM
To: shunt@usbr.gov; aleigh@usbr.gov; njohnson@usbr.gov
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
 
Hi Shane, Anastasia, and Nicole,
 
My name is Alaina McCurdy and I’m with EPA’s WIFIA Program run out of EPA Headquarters. WIFIA
is a loan program for water and wastewater infrastructure projects, and has invited Valley Water to
apply for their Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I expect their WIFIA application to be submitted
in the near future and was given your names by Valley Water. I’m the environmental reviewer
assigned to this project, responsible for the NEPA review, ESA and NHPA.
 
It’d be great to set up a time to chat about the project. Please let me know if any of these times over
the next week work for you both.
Friday 3/25 2-3pm ET (11-12pm PT)
Monday 3/28 12-4pm ET (9-1pm PT)
Tuesday 3/29 12-2pm ET (9-11am PT)
Wednesday 3/30 2-4pm ET (11am-1pm PT)
 
Thanks,
Alaina
 
 
 
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Mak, Kavita
Cc: Escobar, Alejandro
Subject: Re: Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Date: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 8:24:13 AM
Attachments: image002.png


image002.png
2022-02-15_EPA"s comments on Draft EIR_Pacheco Reservoir Expansion_ State Number 2017082020_signed.pdf


That sounds fine to me! Thanks for setting it up.


-Alaina 


On Mar 15, 2022, at 8:08 PM, Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov> wrote:





Alaina,
 
The engineer from Valley Water is looking to meet with us in the next week or two to
talk about the environmental review for the Pacheco Dam project. (The application is
expected mid April.)
 
Would you be able to attend this initial meeting with the borrower to talk about the
environmental review? If you’re OK with it, I’ll respond back to him with dates and
times that we’re both available for a meeting.
 
Thanks,
Kavita
 
Kavita Mak, P.E.
WIFIA Program
(O) 202-566-2999
(C) 
 


From: Melih Ozbilgin <MOzbilgin@valleywater.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 5:09 PM
To: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
 
Good afternoon Kavita,
 
As a follow up to our discussion on EPA potentially being the lead federal agency
for NEPA and ESA compliance, I would like to schedule an hour long meeting with
you and your environmental lead to present the project and
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February 15, 2022 



 
Todd Sexauer, Senior Environmental Planner 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, California  95118 
 
Ernest A. Conant 
Regional Director, Mid-Pacific Region 
Bureau of Reclamation 
2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, California  95825 
 
Subject:  Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project Environmental Impact Report, Santa Clara County, 



California (State Clearinghouse #2027082020) 
 
Dear Todd Sexauer and Ernest Conant: 
 
The EPA has reviewed the above-stated project that was prepared to comply with the California 
Environmental Quality Act. We note that the EPA previously provided comments related to the subject 
EIR as a part of the Bureau of Reclamation and the Santa Clara Valley Water District’s San Luis Low 
Point Improvement Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report on September 20, 2019. The 
July 2019 Draft EIS evaluated multiple alternatives, including the viability of the Pacheco Reservoir 
expansion alternative, using the California Simulation Model II (CalSim-II) that includes current and 
future water supply reliability projections to better address water supply reliability and associated water 
quality and treatment issues during the low water summer months in San Luis Reservoir. Although no 
preferred alternative was identified, the EPA’s 2019 comments on the Pacheco alternative recommended 
that more operational details be provided to understand how algal blooms would affect the new 
reservoir, how water quality objectives could be met, how benefits to steelhead would be realized, and 
how a new reservoir would impact waters of the U.S. and wetlands.  
 
The EPA understands that funding opportunities1 led to the release of Draft EIR before issuance of a 
Supplemental or Final EIS. The EPA’s recommendations, listed below and described in more detail in 
the attachment, focus primarily on measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental impacts from 
project activities and are intended to inform the next environmental document and future analysis that 
will be required to comply with NEPA. Please consider the following as the environmental review 
process continues: 
 



• Synchronize NEPA and CEQA for the remainder of the environmental review process if feasible. 
• Use an updated operations model to capture longer periods of drought and assess direct and 



cumulative impacts to other water users or resources. 



 
1 In July 2018, the California Water Commission approved the maximum conditional funding amount for the expansion of 
Pacheco Reservoir, which considered the Project’s ability to provide ecosystem improvements and emergency response 
public benefits (EIR p. ES-22). 











2 
 



• Address continuing water quality impairments and include all measures to monitor and avoid 
harmful algal blooms and sediments that can degrade Pacheco Creek. 



• Conduct a concurrent analysis of alternatives under CEQA, NEPA and the Clean Water Act 
Section 404 to ensure that the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative 
(LEDPA) is identified. Further, properly apply the 2008 Mitigation Rule (40 CFR 230.91-98) to 
avoid, minimize and then compensate for significant adverse effects. 



• Consider evaluating the ability of existing storage to accommodate any IR4 Refuge supply and 
continue consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife to better understand the suitability of water quality for refuge purposes.  



• Include all available mitigation and best practices to reduce the cumulatively considerable air 
quality pollutants. 



• Quantify greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the creation of the larger reservoir and discuss 
how local GHG emissions would be offset by reductions in GHG emissions from other project 
activities, e.g., reduced energy use.   



 
The EPA appreciates the opportunity to provide comments to help facilitate continuity between the state 
and federal processes. We look forward to reviewing the next environmental document prepared for the 
project. If you have any questions, please contact me at (415) 947-4167 or Robin Truitt, the lead 
reviewer for this Draft EIR, at (415) 972-3742 or Truitt.Robin@epa.gov. 
 



Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Jean Prijatel  
Manager, Environmental Review Branch 



 
Enclosed: Detailed Comments  
 
Cc: Nicole Johnson, Bureau of Reclamation 
       Sharon McHale, Bureau of Reclamation 
       Katrina Galacatos, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
      Alison Kirk, Bay Area Air Quality Management District 



Joel Casagrande, National Marine Fisheries Service 
      Jane Ling, State Water Resources Control Board 
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EPA’S DETAILED COMMENTS ON THE PACHECO RESERVOIR EXPANSION PROJECT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA (State Clearinghouse 
#2027082020), February 15, 2022 
 
Synchronizing NEPA and CEQA  
A joint federal and state environmental review process integrating the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act and the California Environmental Quality Act can avoid redundancy, improve 
efficiency and interagency cooperation, and be easier for the public and applicants. The EPA 
recommends consulting the 2014 Handbook: NEPA and CEQA: Integrating Federal and State 
Environmental Reviews (2014),2 developed by the State of California Office of Planning and Research 
in coordination with the Council on Environmental Quality. While NEPA and CEQA largely follow the 
same process for determining the need for an Environmental Impact Statement or Environmental Impact 
Report, it is recommended that state and federal agencies synchronize the processes so that the public is 
not presented with multiple commenting periods, and decisionmakers have the maximum suite of 
potential alternatives and project design options to consider without revisiting recommended decisions 
from largely completed NEPA or CEQA processes. We understand that financial considerations 
required the expedited release of the Draft EIR, separate from the NEPA analysis; however, the EPA 
recommends aligning NEPA and CEQA analyses and release of documents from this point forward to 
most efficiently and effectively inform the public and decisionmakers as the project advances. 
 
Alternatives 
The EPA appreciates that the Draft EIR presents a detailed description of alternatives and provides 
succinct tables that compare the environmental impacts of the proposed project with each alternative, 
e.g., Table ES-4 and Table 3.12-5. However, each alternative is only compared to the Proposed Project 
and there is no clear basis for choosing among the four alternatives as they relate to each other. For 
example, Alternative B would have the smallest reservoir capacity at the upstream dam site (96K acre 
feet covering 1,072 acres wth 30.2 miles of shoreline (p. ES-23)) but its impacts are compared only to 
the Proposed Action also located at the upstream site (Table 3-6). We recommend including an analysis 
comparing impacts from each alternative to the others to provide the public and decision makers a clear 
distinction among them.  
 
Alternative C, located at the downstream site, was selected as the Environmentally Superior Alternative, 
however, the Draft EIR does not provide a clear description or rationale for stating that Alternative C is 
considered environmentally superior. We note that Alternative C has a longer construction duration of 
7.3 years, higher GHG emission levels and conflicts with statewide GHG reduction targets for 2020, 
2030, and 2050 (Table 3.10-3), greater energy requirements during construction considering off-road 
fuel consumption, on-road fuel consumption, helicopter fueling needs, and batch plant energy usage (p. 
3.8-2), greater impacts on sensitive natural communities and riparian habitat (p. 3.5-222), and the need 
for a longer transmission line. Although Alternative C would require fewer acres of vegetation be 
cleared and removed from areas already inundated, existing reservoir sediments could affect water 
quality (pp. ES 39-41, 2-16; see also Table ES-6). The Draft EIR acknowledges that both the Proposed 
Project and Alternative C have significant and unavoidable impacts to air and water quality during 
construction even with project design and implementation features, Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
and certain project-specific avoidance and minimization measures (PAMM) (p. ES-12, Table ES-3). We 
recommend that the Final EIR discuss how the designation of environmentally superior was determined 
and consider whether it would be the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative for a future 
Clean Water Act Section 404 permit (see below Wetlands and Clean Water Act Section 404 section). 



 
2 NEPA and CEQA:  Integrating Federal and State Environmental Reviews 
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/NEPA_CEQA_Handbook_Feb2014.pdf 





https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopr.ca.gov%2Fdocs%2FNEPA_CEQA_Handbook_Feb2014.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CZellinger.Andrew%40epa.gov%7Cda7f34fe186a49c327bb08d9dd017699%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637783820611403513%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5T8%2BtPa9pRGnnDcpAE3V2I0jT%2B969NahaTl83iyPj6k%3D&reserved=0








2 
 



 
Wetlands and Clean Water Act Section 404  
As noted in Section 3.5, the proposed project would likely require a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) for the discharge of fill material into waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) under Section 404 
of the Clean Water Act. The EPA notes that estimates of impacts to WOTUS presented in Table 3.5-9 
are based on the Navigable Waters Protection Rule, which is no longer being implemented by EPA and 
the Corps. Based on the information presented in Table 3.5-9, construction of the Proposed Project 
would result in permanent impacts to 128.8 acres of waters, including 14 acres of wetlands. Permitting 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act requires analyses and findings, including the determination of 
a least environmentally damaging practicable alternative (LEDPA). The EPA recommends concurrent 
analysis of alternatives under CEQA, NEPA and CWA Section 404 to ensure that the LEDPA is 
included in CEQA and NEPA alternatives and can be selected in the decision document. Under the 2008 
Mitigation Rule (40 CFR 230.91-98), avoidance, minimization, and compensation for impacts are 
required for compliance with CWA Section 404 in that order, and compensatory mitigation should be 
sited properly using a watershed approach to ensure that impacts are appropriately offset.  
 
The EPA recommends that the EIR/EIS disclose steps taken to achieve compliance with Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act and implementing regulations (40 C.F.R. Part 230) and present information on 
potential impacts to WOTUS consistent with current regulations (40 C.F.R. 230.3(s)). To support a 
LEDPA determination, consider modifying the Proposed Action or any of its alternatives to reduce 
impacts to WOTUS. The EPA recommends a reproducible assessment of the condition of aquatic 
resources in the reservoir footprint, using an approved conditional assessment such as the California 
Rapid Assessment Method (CRAM).3 Additionally, the EPA recommends identifying potential 
opportunities for compensatory mitigation in the Pajaro River watershed to inform a Mitigation Plan (40 
CFR 230.94(c)) following the LEDPA determination. 
 
Water Supply Reliability and Operations Modeling 
Currently, Pacheco Reservoir does not receive water from the Central Valley Project (CVP) or State 
Water Project (SWP) (p. 2-5), but the proposed action would supplement watershed runoff with contract 
CVP and SWP supplies transferred from San Luis Reservoir via a new Pacheco Conduit. Valley Water 
has a contract with Reclamation for up to 152,500 acre-feet per year of CVP water, inclusive of an 
agricultural water supply contract of 33,100 acre-feet. Valley Water has a contract with the California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) for up to 100,000 acre-feet per year of SWP water. The Draft 
EIR notes that the actual amount of water allocated under these contracts each year is typically less than 
these contractual amounts depending on hydrology and regulatory restrictions. (p. ES 2-7). The EIR 
estimates that impacts to current users of the CVP and SWP water supply would be less than significant 
because water supplies would only be reduced by 1% and would therefore require no mitigation (pp. 
3.12-31, 3.12-87).  
 
Impacts to CVP and SWP users were modeled in California Simulation Model II (CalSim-II) and 
considered significant only if they resulted in decreases of more than 5% from existing or future 
conditions. While the EPA understands that moving water between projects and watersheds is complex, 
the EPA recommends the EIR/EIS use the latest simulated models to explain more clearly how the use 
of supplemental water from the CVP and SWP will affect current users. The EPA is concerned that the 
modeling approach presented in the Draft EIR does not represent the best available information on 



 
3 California Wetland Monitoring Workgroup (CWMW). 2019. Using the California Rapid Assessment Method (CRAM) for 
Project Assessment as an Element of Regulatory, Grant, and other Management Programs. Technical Bulletin – Version 2.0, 
85 pp. https://www.cramwetlands.org/sites/default/files/2019CRAM_TechnicalBulletin.pdf  





https://www.cramwetlands.org/sites/default/files/2019CRAM_TechnicalBulletin.pdf
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project operations. CalSim-II only evaluates historical hydrology through 2003 which does not include 
the more severe drought that occurred in water years 2012 – 2016. CalSim-II was replaced by CalSim 
3.0 in 2017, which includes historical data through 2015, improved supply and demand estimations, 
finer spatial resolution, and a daily rainfall-runoff model. These factors suggest that CalSim 3.0 may be 
a more appropriate operations model, better suited to assessing potential effects occasioned by a longer 
temporal scope and the degree of significance of climate change impacts to associated water operations.  
 
The EPA also notes that the operating criteria used to model diversions to the Pacheco Reservoir 
(Section 3.12.3.1) are based on state and federal requirements that are currently being revisited. In the 
2018 Framework for the Sacramento/Delta Update to the Bay-Delta Plan,4 the State Water Resources 
Control Board states that existing requirements are insufficient to protect the Bay-Delta ecosystem and 
proposes new inflow-based Delta outflow objectives of 55% of unimpaired flow within an adaptive 
range of 45-65%. The EPA recommends running the model again with inputs to include reasonably 
foreseeable diversion criteria that are more stringent to meet Delta outflow objectives and protect Delta 
beneficial uses. 
 
Instream Flows and Groundwater Recharge 
The Draft EIR describes that imported CVP and SWP waters from the San Luis reservoir are used to 
recharge local groundwater aquifers to help balance pumping and to provide reserves for use during dry 
years when surface water availability is limited (p. 2-7). Groundwater depletion has already led to land 
subsidence in some areas (p. 3.7-14) and it is unlikely that the project would thoroughly address 
groundwater overdraft (p. 2-13/14). As the Draft EIR states, the Variable Flow Schedule would allow 
the project to increase the reliability flows within Pacheco Creek during summer months, thereby 
increasing groundwater recharge (pp. 3.20-109/110). The EPA recommends that the variable flow 
schedule be included in the selected alternative.  
 
Although the proposed project would increase the capacity to store water in wet years for groundwater 
recharge, its 6 – 8-year construction timeframe would have significant direct impacts on the ability of 
the system to recharge groundwater, provide suitable South-Central Coast steelhead habitat, or improve 
water quality. For example, steelhead fisheries in the Pajaro River are supported by groundwater 
recharge and surface flows from Pacheco Creek via San Filipe Lake and the Miller Canal (Figure 3.6-1) 
and would be directly impacted by changes in Pacheco Creek flow regimes (p. 3.6-1). Instream flows 
and groundwater recharge would be interrupted during the summer months of the construction period, 
generally reduced to less than 1 cubic feet per second, and in some cases the channel would be dry. 
Additional evaporative and percolation losses would occur under existing and future condition baselines 
before flows enter San Felipe Lake and the Pajaro River (p. 3.12-28). The EPA suggests that the 
EIR/EIS evaluate these temporal construction-related impacts more closely to determine whether the 
impacts are reversible or could become permanent.  
 
Harmful Algal Blooms 
Although improved water quality appears to be a secondary objective of this proposed action, the Draft 
EIR states that the San Luis Low Point Improvement Project was initiated to determine how to improve 
water quality coming from the reservoir when warm temperatures and declining water levels cause algae 
to bloom near diversion points (p. ES-2). The EIR notes that water quality is sufficiently deteriorated 
such that the harmful algal blooms (HABs) can clog drip irrigation systems and water treatment 
facilities, be toxic to wildlife and livestock, and result in taste and odor issues (p. ES 2-64).  



 
4https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/docs/sed/sac_delta_framework_070618%20.p
df  





https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/docs/sed/sac_delta_framework_070618%20.pdf
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Although it is not thoroughly discussed, the EPA is concerned that cyanobacteria from the San Luis 
reservoir that is released into the Pacheco reservoir via the new conduit may further inoculate both the 
reservoir and releases to Pacheco Creek.5 The EIR states that during San Luis Reservoir low point 
events, Valley Water would generally reduce the amount of CVP water delivered from San Luis 
Reservoir and increase withdrawals from the expanded reservoir into the Pacheco Conduit (p. 2-34). It is 
not clear, however, whether the blending of natural inflow with supplemental CVP water from the San 
Luis Reservoir will improve water quality or serve to further degrade it. The EPA recommends 
quantifying the amount of relatively cleaner natural flows to determine whether dilution has any 
beneficial water quality effect.  
 
Even if the intent under all alternatives is to transfer water from the CVP to the expanded reservoir 
primarily between December and May when temperatures are lower, (e.g., p. 3.6-41), there doesn’t 
appear to be any analysis related to conditions that are conducive to the formation of HABs, or toxicity 
effects to fish and livestock that use Pacheco Creek as a water source downstream. The EPA 
recommends incorporating California Cyanobacteria and Harmful Algal Bloom Network Trigger 
Levels,6 as updated periodically to reflect an evolving understanding of HABs, into the EIR/EIS.   
 
While recognizing these effects of HABs, the EPA recommends that any Reservoir Management Plan 
describe a general HAB monitoring plan and identify actions to be taken to protect public health and 
other beneficial uses if trigger criteria are exceeded, including releasing water from deeper in the 
reservoir. Throughout the bloom season, monitoring for cyanobacteria species and cyanotoxins is critical 
to ensure appropriate protective measures are in place to address the cyanobacteria species and 
cyanotoxin concentrations present. 
 
Sedimentation 
The Proposed Project and its alternatives include the excavation and removal of approximately 700,000 
cubic yards of mostly fine-grained residual sediment from within the existing reservoir which could 
mobilize during high precipitation events and increase turbidity above Central Coast Basin Water 
Quality Control Plan objectives. Implementation of Mitigation Measure WQ-1a would minimize 
sedimentation impacts but impacts would remain cumulatively significant and unavoidable (p. 3.20-
147). If practicable, the EPA supports the construction of a downstream cofferdam, as proposed under 
the Alternative C, to attenuate flows and settle sediments before they reach Pacheco Creek (p. 3.20-115), 
and the beneficial reuse/use of dredged sediments for wetland restoration projects or to combat sea level 
rise.7  
 
 
Central Valley Fish and Wildlife Refuge Deliveries 
The EIR notes that salts, selenium, and boron continue to be of significant concern in Central Valley 
refuges (p. 3.20-16); that variables unrelated to the proposed project would affect these IL4 deliveries, 
e.g., willing sellers (p. 2-16); and that refuge benefits related to this proposal, e.g., site-specific 
conditions needed (p. 3.5-54) are unknown. The EPA recommends further analysis in the EIR/EIS on 



 
5 Otten, T.G., Crosswell, J.R., Mackey, S. and Dreher, T.W., 2015. Application of molecular tools for microbial source 
tracking and public health risk assessment of a Microcystis bloom traversing 300 km of the Klamath River. Harmful Algae, 
46, pp.71-81. 
6 California Guidance for Cyanobacteria HABs in Recreational Inland Waters, 
https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/resources/habs_response.html  
7 see Sediment for Survival at https://www.sfei.org/documents/sediment-for-survival 





https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/resources/habs_response.html
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whether the reasonably foreseeable Delta Conveyance Project and B.F. Sisk Dam Raise (previously 
evaluated as an alternative in the San Luis Low Point Improvement Project Draft EIS in July 2019 and 
again in a 2020 Supplemental Draft EIS) would address refuge delivery uncertainties. Further, in 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the 
EPA recommends that the EIR/EIS discuss whether project operations would improve water quality in 
the refuges.   
 
Air Quality 
The San Joaquin Valley Air Basin, San Francisco Bay Area Air Basin and subbasins are all in 
nonattainment of National Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone and respirable particulate matter 
constituents (Tables 3.4-2/3/4/5), and where “serious,” various plan requirements and transportation 
performance standards are triggered (p. 3.4-15). The EIR acknowledges that construction-related 
emissions from the Proposed Project and each of its Alternatives would significantly exceed the Bay 
Area Air Quality Management District’s daily mass emissions thresholds, even with the proposed 
mitigation measures (p. 3.4-66; Tables 3.4-6; 4.3-9). The Draft EIR states that all construction vehicles 
and commuter vehicles would access the construction area by utilizing State Route 152 and the vehicle 
fleet needed for project construction would include heavy equipment, concrete trucks, water tankers, 
dump trucks to import or remove materials, and delivery vehicles. The EIR notes that the daily Vehicle 
Miles Travelled for the peak construction periods were estimated and that the project would increase the 
VMT by approximately 2% over existing levels (Section 3.18). The EIR also notes that the maximum 
annual number of total truck trips associated with importing materials onto the construction sites and 
removing waste materials is 11,044 trips occurring in years four through seven of construction (p. 2-33). 
 
Given the magnitude and duration of this construction project, the EPA recommends the following 
minimization and mitigation measures be considered, in addition to the dust and emission control 
measures listed in Mitigation Measures AQ-1 and AQ 2 (p. 3.4-63). 
 
Mobile and Stationary Source Controls:  



• If practicable, lease new, cleaner equipment using the best available emissions control 
technologies that meets the most stringent of applicable federal or state standards:  



• Consider ways to reduce the number of commuter vehicles travelling to and from the project site, 
per shift. This could include carpooling subsidies or providing van or bus transit. 



• On-highway vehicles should meet, or exceed, EPA exhaust emissions standards for model year 
2010 and newer heavy-duty on-highway compression-ignition engines (e.g., drayage trucks, long 
haul trucks, refuse haulers, shuttle buses, etc.  



• Consider using electric vehicles, natural gas, biodiesel, or other alternative fuels during 
construction and operation phases to reduce the project’s criteria and greenhouse gas emissions.  



• Plan construction scheduling to minimize vehicle trips.  
• Prohibit engine tampering to increase horsepower, except when meeting manufacturer’s 



recommendations.  
 
Administrative Controls:  



• Develop a construction traffic and parking management plan that maintains traffic flow and plan 
construction to minimize vehicle trips.  



• Avoid routing truck traffic near sensitive land areas.  
• Recycle construction debris to the maximum extent feasible.  
• Post visible speed limit signs at construction site entrances. 
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• Consider staggering construction schedules with other projects having emissions above NAAQS 
thresholds, e.g., High-Speed Rail through Pacheco Pass adjacent to State Road 152 (p. 3.12-87) 



• Identify where implementation of mitigation measures is economically infeasible.  
 
Fugitive Dust Source Controls:  



• Stabilize heavily used unpaved construction roads with a non‐toxic soil stabilizer or a soil 
weighting agent that will not result in loss of vegetation or increase other environmental impacts.  



• Provide gravel ramps of at least 20 feet in length at tire washing/cleaning stations and ensure 
construction vehicles exit construction sites through treated entrance roadways unless an 
alternative route has been approved.  



• Use sandbags or equivalent BMPs to prevent run‐off to roadways in construction areas adjacent 
to paved roadways and ensure consistency with the project’s Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plan.  



• Sweep the first 500 feet of paved roads exiting construction sites, other unpaved roads en route 
from the construction site, or construction staging areas whenever dirt or runoff from 
construction activity is visible on paved roads, or at least twice daily (less during periods of 
precipitation).  



• Cover or treat soil storage piles with appropriate dust suppressant compounds and disturbed 
areas that remain inactive for longer than 10 days.  



• Provide covers for vehicles used to transport solid bulk material on public roadways and that 
have potential to cause visible emissions.  



• Alternatively, sufficiently wet and load materials onto the trucks in a manner to provide at least 
one foot of freeboard. 



• Use wind erosion control techniques (such as windbreaks, water, chemical dust suppressants, 
and/or vegetation) where soils are disturbed in construction, access and maintenance routes, and 
materials stockpile areas. Keep related windbreaks in place until the soil is stabilized or 
permanently covered with vegetation.  



 
Consider substantively connecting the Proposed Project’s air quality emissions with likely health 
consequences, e.g., hospital admissions, mortality. The Guidance to Address the Friant Ranch Ruling 
for CEQA projects in the Sacramento Metropolitan Air District is an example of such an analysis and 
may be able to be adapted to other geographic areas with input from the applicable air districts to 
evaluate health effects quantitatively.8  
 
Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
The levels of greenhouse gas emissions generated by project activities are expected to be significant 
under all alternatives but could be reduced to less than significant with mitigation (Table 3.10-2). EPA 
appreciates that mitigation measures GHG-1 (to electrify or use renewable/bio- diesel construction 
equipment) and GHG-2 (purchase carbon offsets) are offered; however, it is not clear whether actual 
reductions in emissions or air quality improvements would be realized given that implementation of 
GHG-1 is subject to local availability and economic feasibility and carbon offsets may be purchased for 
other regions or states (p. 3.10-4). The EPA recommends that firm commitments be made to use a 
certain percentage of GHG-reducing construction equipment and that carbon credits be used regionally 
so that adverse impacts could be offset with local benefits.  
 



 
8 www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDFriantRanchFinalOctober 2020.pdf,  
Report (airquality.org) 





http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDFriantRanchFinalOct2020.pdf
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While the Draft EIR acknowledges the potential effects of climate change in Chapters 2 and 3 and 
recognizes the vulnerability to regional water supplies, the analysis uses a model centered on 2035 for 
hydrology and sea level rise, which, while appropriate for assessing near-term climate effects for 
analysis of operations of existing water infrastructure, offers less relevant insights for a proposed 
reservoir which is not expected to begin operating until the 2030s (p. 3.10-4). The EPA recommends 
revising future climate change assessments for this project to include a planning horizon that reflects the 
timeline of the project, such as the “mid-century” scenario (2045-2074, centered on 2060) analyzed by 
DWR’s Bay-Delta Office for California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment.9 As noted above, CalSim 
3.0 is likely better-suited to assess impacts of climate change on project operations than CalSim-II. 
 
The EPA recommends quantifying the greenhouse gas emissions from land converted to flooded lands 
to supplement any analysis of greenhouse gas emissions from direct project construction impacts. We 
further recommend discussing the elements of this project that would offset or reduce its direct and 
indirect GHG emissions by expanding renewable energy or improving energy efficiency as guided by 
the Valley Water Climate Change Action Plan (p. 3.8-4) and California Air Resources Board’s Climate 
Change Scoping Plan (p. 3.10-6). The EIR notes that man-made reservoirs are a globally important 
source of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions, particularly methane. While quantifying greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions may be uncertain due to potential offsets from carbon sequestration of terrestrial 
vegetation (p. 3.10-8), there are tools available to estimate GHG emissions using default emission 
factors from the International Panel on Climate Change’s Guidance for National Greenhouse Gas 
Inventories and other publicly available data. The EPA recommends that the EIR/EIS use 2019 
refinements to the IPCC Guidance for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories10 to calculate carbon 
dioxide and methane emissions from land converted to flooded lands as the basis for comparing 
estimated emissions from land-cover types already known to exist in the proposed action’s footprint, 
including wetlands and grazing lands.  



 
9 Wang, J., H. Yin, J. Anderson, E. Reyes, T. Smith, and F. Chung. 2018. Mean and Extreme Climate Change Impacts on the 
State Water Project. A report for California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment CCCA4-EXT-2018-004. January 2021 
from https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/Water_CCCA4-EXT-2018-004_ada.pdf  
10 https://www.ipcc.ch/report/2019-refinement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories/  





https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/Water_CCCA4-EXT-2018-004_ada.pdf


https://www.ipcc.ch/report/2019-refinement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories/
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studies/investigations completed to date. If you can provide me with few
dates/times over the next couple of meetings I will schedule something.
 
In the meantime, I am enclosing the EPA’s comments on our draft Environmental
Impact Report, which also include the contact names you had requested.
 
I am also working to get the full Draft EIR uploaded to the SharePoint site. Before
doing that, I have asked the consultant team to prepare a guide for your team to
easily find the relevant sections in the document.
 
Looking forward to working with  you and your team,
 
Best regards,
 
Melih
 
MELIH OZBILGIN, Ph.D.
SENIOR WATER RESOURCES SPECIALIST
Pacheco Project Delivery Unit
Water Utility Enterprise
Tel. (408) 630-2725 / Cell. 
 
Santa Clara Valley Water District is now known as:
 


 
Clean Water • Healthy Environment • Flood Protection
 
5750 Almaden Expressway, San Jose CA 95118
www.valleywater.org


 
 



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.valleywater.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmak.kavita%40epa.gov%7C0a508d1cd1794cbd857c08da06c846c6%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637829755107042590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=moUlAE4XzQbz%2BVdd%2BWCZOJQoA4TNoJXh9hY4ptyzU6o%3D&reserved=0










From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: NAHC@NAHC.ca.gov
Subject: Sacred Lands File Request for Santa Clara Valley Water District
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2022 4:34:00 PM
Attachments: Santa Clara Pacheco Request Form.pdf


image001.png
PachecoReservoirExpansionProject_Location Map.pdf


Hello,
Please find attached the Sacred Lands File Request form for Santa Clara Valley Water District’s
Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. Also attached is a project map for your reference.
 
Please contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Alaina
 
 
 
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell- 
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mailto:mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/wifia






Local Government Tribal Consultation List Request 
 



Native American Heritage Commission 
1550 Harbor Blvd, Suite 100 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 



916-373-3710 
916-373-5471 – Fax 
nahc@nahc.ca.gov 



 
Type of List Requested 



☐   CEQA Tribal Consultation List (AB 52) – Per Public Resources Code § 21080.3.1, subs. (b), (d), (e) and 21080.3.2 
 



☐   General Plan (SB 18) - Per Government Code § 65352.3. 
Local Action Type: 



___ General Plan   ___ General Plan Element         ___ General Plan Amendment 
 
___ Specific Plan   ___ Specific Plan Amendment   ___ Pre-planning Outreach Activity  



 
Required Information 
 



Project Title:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Local Government/Lead Agency: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:_____________________________________________________   Zip:__________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________________   Fax:_________________________________________ 
 
Email:_____________________________________________ 
 
Specific Area Subject to Proposed Action 
 



County:________________________________    City/Community: ___________________________ 
 
Project Description: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional Request 



☐   Sacred Lands File Search  - Required Information: 
 



USGS Quadrangle Name(s):____________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Township:___________________   Range:___________________   Section(s):___________________ 





Washington, DC





20460





Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project





Santa Clara Valley Water District / Environmental Protection Agency





Alaina McCurdy





1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Mail Code 4202M





202-564-6996





mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov





Santa Clara





The Pacheco Reservoir sits north of Highway 152 and is located approximately 60 miles southeast of San Jose, California. The project is intended to mitigate against drought, provide emergency water supplies, and reduce aquifer depletion and flooding; and would include: an expanded reservoir with a total active storage capacity of 140 TAF; a new earthfill or hardfill dam and open channel spillway structure; new pipelines and tunnels connecting the new reservoir to the Pacheco Conduit; a new pump station; removal of the existing dam and associated channel restoration; access improvements; and associated utility improvements and relocations.  
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Figure 2-2. Project Area 























From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Jefferis, Brian
Cc: Temple, Leslie; Mak, Kavita; Kong, Hana
Subject: env change for Santa Clara Safe Clean
Date: Friday, April 8, 2022 2:03:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Hi Brian,
Leslie and I are swapping reviews and I will be taking over the env for Safe Clean. This should help
keep things consistent since I’m involved in the Pacheco project. It makes sense to have the same
reviewer take both projects.
 
I’ll add my name to the tracker and please add me to any upcoming meetings for this project.
 
Thanks,
 
Alaina
 
 
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell (preferred)- 
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mailto:mak.kavita@epa.gov

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=352c869041744b98b9743943bfeac062-Kong, Hana

mailto:mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/wifia












From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: shunt@usbr.gov; aleigh@usbr.gov; njohnson@usbr.gov
Cc: Mak, Kavita
Subject: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District"s Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 3:27:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Hi Shane, Anastasia, and Nicole,
 
My name is Alaina McCurdy and I’m with EPA’s WIFIA Program run out of EPA Headquarters. WIFIA
is a loan program for water and wastewater infrastructure projects, and has invited Valley Water to
apply for their Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I expect their WIFIA application to be submitted
in the near future and was given your names by Valley Water. I’m the environmental reviewer
assigned to this project, responsible for the NEPA review, ESA and NHPA.
 
It’d be great to set up a time to chat about the project. Please let me know if any of these times over
the next week work for you both.
Friday 3/25 2-3pm ET (11-12pm PT)
Monday 3/28 12-4pm ET (9-1pm PT)
Tuesday 3/29 12-2pm ET (9-11am PT)
Wednesday 3/30 2-4pm ET (11am-1pm PT)
 
Thanks,
Alaina
 
 
 
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell- 
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Schaedle, Candi
Subject: heads up-Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3:35:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Hi Candi,
WIFIA was recently contact my the Santa Clara Valley Water District to discuss the environmental
review for their Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. They’re expecting to submit their WIFIA
application mid to late April. On the call they surprised us with a request to lead the NEPA and
consultations, which they expect will be an EIS. They’ve been involved with Army Corp and BOR on
the project, but indicated that neither were inclined to lead. We didn’t agree to anything during the
call other than reaching out to their Corps and BOR contacts to begin coordinating. I’ve begun to
reach out to those contacts but haven’t gotten a response back from them yet.
The project is in California and R9 309 program reached out to us months ago to flag the project.
When this does actually come in I expect there to be a lot of interest and wanted to let you know it
was coming.
I don’t know much more at the moment but will keep you posted. Here’s a link to the WIFIA
summary page for the project. https://www.epa.gov/wifia/pacheco-reservoir-expansion-project
 
Thanks,
Alaina
 
 
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell- 
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Firestone, Sarah M CIV USARMY CESPN (USA)
Cc: Galacatos, Katerina CIV USARMY CESPN (USA); Hess, Keith D CIV USARMY CESPN (USA); Mak, Kavita
Subject: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District"s Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Start: Thursday, April 21, 2022 2:00:00 PM
End: Thursday, April 21, 2022 3:00:00 PM
Location: Microsoft Teams Meeting


We may not need the whole hour, but we’ll block it out just in case.


________________________________________________________________________________ 


Microsoft Teams meeting 


Join on your computer or mobile app 


Click here to join the meeting <https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_ZDU4YWQ2ZmYtN2FjNy00YTMwLTlmY2YtZjY1Nzc2MDk5ZWRk%40thread.v2/0?
context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2288b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-76aacbeca6a7%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c3de4c8e-922f-47d7-a617-
5469d33ef21b%22%7d>  


Join with a video conferencing device 


sip:teams@video.epa.gov 


Video Conference ID: 113 354 313 5 


Alternate VTC instructions <https://video.epa.gov/teams/?conf=1133543135&ivr=teams&d=video.epa.gov&test=testcall&w>  


Or call in (audio only) 


+1 484-352-3221,,811402957# <tel:+14843523221,,811402957#>    United States, Philadelphia 


Phone Conference ID: 811 402 957# 


Find a local number <https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/556a4b78-4afd-4fe6-b721-1d903e8cdaa6?id=811402957>  | Reset PIN
<https://mysettings.lync.com/pstnconferencing>  


For all EPA meetings, there is no expectation of privacy regarding any communications. Participation in a recorded meeting will be deemed as consent
to be recorded. Information on EPA systems is the property of the Agency and may become official records. 


Learn More <https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting>  | Meeting options <https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=c3de4c8e-922f-47d7-
a617-5469d33ef21b&tenantId=88b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-
76aacbeca6a7&threadId=19_meeting_ZDU4YWQ2ZmYtN2FjNy00YTMwLTlmY2YtZjY1Nzc2MDk5ZWRk@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-
US>  


________________________________________________________________________________ 
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Jernberg, Jorianne
Subject: inquiries from regional NEPA programs/OFA
Date: Monday, January 10, 2022 9:16:00 AM
Attachments: FW WIFIA water supply.msg


image001.png
FW WIFIA.msg


Hi Jorianne,
 
Candi Schaedle from OFA forwarded me two messages on Friday evening. Apparently there are
questions about not only Lake Restorations, but also Santa Clara Water District and Willamette
Valley.
Before Candi’s email one of the Region 9 NEPA contacts reached out on Santa Clara. I explained our
selection process and gave a brief update on what I knew about where Santa Clara was in our
process. It seems the larger EPA NEPA community needs to be given an overview of our selection
and application process and overview of where the env review process fits in. I’ve suggested this to
Candi and also asked to catch up with her this week.
Let me know if I should loop any of the UW’s or Karen on the selection questions. I can set up a
meeting if you’d like to chat about this more.
 
Thanks,
Alaina
 
 
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell- 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 
 



mailto:McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov

mailto:jernberg.jorianne@epa.gov

mailto:mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/wifia



FW: WIFIA water supply


			From


			Schaedle, Candi


			To


			McCurdy, Alaina


			Recipients


			McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov





FYI - Another email on this







 







From: Barger, Cindy <Barger.Cindy@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2022 11:15 AM
To: Schaedle, Candi <Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov>; Yesmant, Christopher <Yesmant.Christopher@epa.gov>
Subject: WIFIA water supply







 







Hi Candi and Chris







 







R8 has raised some concerns on a couple of water supply projects in the WIFIA program.  Utah Lakes and NISP.  For both of these, there was a discussion w/ the previous WIFIA program manager and agreement that especially Utah Lakes didn’t meet the WIFIA program criteria but both are now waitlisted.  When R8 was doing pre-scoping coordination on the Utah Lakes (I don’t remember the lead agency) it was a high likelihood that if it went forward it could be a candidate for unsatisfactory.  The concern with NISP is more is this the best priority for funds and making sure that it was clear if this was considered, it was an EIS level of analysis.







 







Phil identified two other WIFIA water supply projects below – could you see if these were approved by WIFIA or not and what NEPA documentation was done if approved?







 







Thanks!







Cindy







 







Cindy S. Barger







Director, NEPA Compliance Division







Office of Federal Activities







U.S. Environmental Protection Agency







Washington, DC







Tel:  202-564-3169







Cell: 202-897-5686







 







 







From: Strobel, Philip <Strobel.Philip@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 7:18 PM
To: Barger, Cindy <Barger.Cindy@epa.gov>
Cc: Chu, Rebecca <Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov>; Dunning, Connell <Dunning.Connell@epa.gov>; Prijatel, Jean <PRIJATEL.JEAN@EPA.GOV>
Subject: WIFIA







 







Hi Cindy:
Hope you are back and feeling better soon. Also hoping it is just a low grade “snow flu”.







 







Because the NISP project made the WIFIA waitlist, I did some digging in the WIFIA archives and could only find two previous times that WIFIA funded a new reservoir (and really maybe only one):







 







Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project (Selected in 2020) for the Santa Clara Water District will build a new dam and boost Pacheco Reservoir's operational capacity from 5,500 acre-feet to up to 140,000 acre-feet. That’s a large project.







https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-04/documents/santa_clara.pdf







BOR had done a Draft EIS when the project was called the San Luis Low Point Improvement Project, then turned it over to California who has published a CEQA DEIR. R9 sent a comment letter that to me looks pretty close to a “3” letter. The Corps would still have a NEPA responsibility for this project.







 







The second project looks to mainly be a water supply pipeline project (selected in 2019). It is called the Willamette Water Supply System. It will include intake facilities on the Willamette River, over 30 miles of 66” pipe, a water treatment plant, and two storage reservoirs to serve 400,000 residents and businesses. On the project website, it appears the “reservoirs” may actually just be storage tanks. Still, this is a water supply project taking water directly from a river, an action that often has potential for significant impacts.







https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-10/documents/coh_tvwd_wifiaprojectfactsheet_loancloser.pdf







 







As far as I can tell, neither project completed NEPA prior to WIFIA selection. I’m curious to know how OFA handled (or is planning to handle the NEPA) for these projects. As we discussed, I have concerns with WIFIA being used for projects with significant adverse impacts when there are so many communities with infrastructure needs that could be met while providing overwhelming health and environmental benefits, and without significant adverse effects.







 







Thanks  -Phil







 







Philip S. Strobel







Chief, NEPA Branch







US EPA - Region 8 (ORA-N)







1595 Wynkoop St., Denver, CO 80202







303-312-6704







 







“The river knows everything; one can learn everything from it.” — (Herman Hesse, Siddhartha)







 


















FW: WIFIA


			From


			Schaedle, Candi


			To


			McCurdy, Alaina


			Recipients


			McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov





Hi Alaina,







 







Happy New Year! I hope you had a wonderful holiday! I just wanted to give you a heads up on the email below – just saw this email and not sure what the issue or concern is yet but wanted to make you aware for your situational awareness – I will keep you updated if I hear anything else on this







 







From: Barger, Cindy <Barger.Cindy@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2022 1:40 PM
To: Schaedle, Candi <Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov>; Yesmant, Christopher <Yesmant.Christopher@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: WIFIA







 







FYI







 







Cindy S. Barger







Director, NEPA Compliance Division







Office of Federal Activities







U.S. Environmental Protection Agency







Washington, DC







Tel:  202-564-3169







Cell: 202-897-5686







 







 







From: Strobel, Philip <Strobel.Philip@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 7, 2022 12:38 PM
To: Barger, Cindy <Barger.Cindy@epa.gov>
Cc: Chu, Rebecca <Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov>; Dunning, Connell <Dunning.Connell@epa.gov>; Prijatel, Jean <PRIJATEL.JEAN@EPA.GOV>
Subject: RE: WIFIA







 







Update: I heard from R10 that the Willamette project does not trigger significant concerns for them and has clear benefits.







Phil







 







Philip S. Strobel







Chief, NEPA Branch







US EPA - Region 8 (ORA-N)







1595 Wynkoop St., Denver, CO 80202







303-312-6704







 







“The river knows everything; one can learn everything from it.” — (Herman Hesse, Siddhartha)







 







From: Barger, Cindy <Barger.Cindy@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 7, 2022 9:11 AM
To: Strobel, Philip <Strobel.Philip@epa.gov>
Cc: Chu, Rebecca <Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov>; Dunning, Connell <Dunning.Connell@epa.gov>; Prijatel, Jean <PRIJATEL.JEAN@EPA.GOV>
Subject: RE: WIFIA







 







Hi Phil – Let me check in with Candi/Chris on background for these projects. 







 







To loop in the others – we are going to reach out to OW on the NISP one (after some discussions w/ you on background).







 







Thanks!







Cindy







 







Cindy S. Barger







Director, NEPA Compliance Division







Office of Federal Activities







U.S. Environmental Protection Agency







Washington, DC







Tel:  202-564-3169







Cell: 202-897-5686







 







 







From: Strobel, Philip <Strobel.Philip@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 7:18 PM
To: Barger, Cindy <Barger.Cindy@epa.gov>
Cc: Chu, Rebecca <Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov>; Dunning, Connell <Dunning.Connell@epa.gov>; Prijatel, Jean <PRIJATEL.JEAN@EPA.GOV>
Subject: WIFIA







 







Hi Cindy:
Hope you are back and feeling better soon. Also hoping it is just a low grade “snow flu”.







 







Because the NISP project made the WIFIA waitlist, I did some digging in the WIFIA archives and could only find two previous times that WIFIA funded a new reservoir (and really maybe only one):







 







Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project (Selected in 2020) for the Santa Clara Water District will build a new dam and boost Pacheco Reservoir's operational capacity from 5,500 acre-feet to up to 140,000 acre-feet. That’s a large project.







https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-04/documents/santa_clara.pdf







BOR had done a Draft EIS when the project was called the San Luis Low Point Improvement Project, then turned it over to California who has published a CEQA DEIR. R9 sent a comment letter that to me looks pretty close to a “3” letter. The Corps would still have a NEPA responsibility for this project.







 







The second project looks to mainly be a water supply pipeline project (selected in 2019). It is called the Willamette Water Supply System. It will include intake facilities on the Willamette River, over 30 miles of 66” pipe, a water treatment plant, and two storage reservoirs to serve 400,000 residents and businesses. On the project website, it appears the “reservoirs” may actually just be storage tanks. Still, this is a water supply project taking water directly from a river, an action that often has potential for significant impacts.







https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-10/documents/coh_tvwd_wifiaprojectfactsheet_loancloser.pdf







 







As far as I can tell, neither project completed NEPA prior to WIFIA selection. I’m curious to know how OFA handled (or is planning to handle the NEPA) for these projects. As we discussed, I have concerns with WIFIA being used for projects with significant adverse impacts when there are so many communities with infrastructure needs that could be met while providing overwhelming health and environmental benefits, and without significant adverse effects.







 







Thanks  -Phil







 







Philip S. Strobel







Chief, NEPA Branch







US EPA - Region 8 (ORA-N)







1595 Wynkoop St., Denver, CO 80202







303-312-6704







 







“The river knows everything; one can learn everything from it.” — (Herman Hesse, Siddhartha)







 























From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Firestone, Sarah M CIV USARMY CESPN (USA)
Cc: "Galacatos, Katerina CIV USARMY CESPN (USA)"; Hess, Keith D CIV USARMY CESPN (USA); Mak, Kavita
Subject: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District"s Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Start: Thursday, April 21, 2022 2:00:00 PM
End: Thursday, April 21, 2022 3:00:00 PM
Location: Microsoft Teams Meeting


We may not need the whole hour, but we’ll block it out just in case.


________________________________________________________________________________ 


Microsoft Teams meeting 


Join on your computer or mobile app 


Click here to join the meeting <https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_ZDU4YWQ2ZmYtN2FjNy00YTMwLTlmY2YtZjY1Nzc2MDk5ZWRk%40thread.v2/0?
context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2288b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-76aacbeca6a7%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c3de4c8e-922f-47d7-a617-
5469d33ef21b%22%7d>  


Join with a video conferencing device 


sip:teams@video.epa.gov 


Video Conference ID: 113 354 313 5 


Alternate VTC instructions <https://video.epa.gov/teams/?conf=1133543135&ivr=teams&d=video.epa.gov&test=testcall&w>  


Or call in (audio only) 


+1 484-352-3221,,811402957# <tel:+14843523221,,811402957#>    United States, Philadelphia 


Phone Conference ID: 811 402 957# 


Find a local number <https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/556a4b78-4afd-4fe6-b721-1d903e8cdaa6?id=811402957>  | Reset PIN
<https://mysettings.lync.com/pstnconferencing>  


For all EPA meetings, there is no expectation of privacy regarding any communications. Participation in a recorded meeting will be deemed as consent
to be recorded. Information on EPA systems is the property of the Agency and may become official records. 


Learn More <https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting>  | Meeting options <https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=c3de4c8e-922f-47d7-
a617-5469d33ef21b&tenantId=88b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-
76aacbeca6a7&threadId=19_meeting_ZDU4YWQ2ZmYtN2FjNy00YTMwLTlmY2YtZjY1Nzc2MDk5ZWRk@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-
US>  


________________________________________________________________________________ 
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: katerina.galacatos@usace.army.mil; Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil
Cc: Mak, Kavita
Subject: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District"s Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 3:23:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Hi Keith and Katerina,
 
My name is Alaina McCurdy and I’m with EPA’s WIFIA Program run out of EPA Headquarters. WIFIA
is a loan program for water and wastewater infrastructure projects, and has invited Valley Water to
apply for their Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I expect their WIFIA application to be submitted
in the near future and was given your names by Valley Water. I’m the environmental reviewer
assigned to this project, responsible for the NEPA review, ESA and NHPA.
 
It’d be great to set up a time to chat about the project and coordinate our reviews. Please let me
know if any of these times over the next week work for you both.
Friday 3/25 2-3pm ET (11-12pm PT)
Monday 3/28 12-4pm ET (9-1pm PT)
Tuesday 3/29 12-2pm ET (9-11am PT)
Wednesday 3/30 2-4pm ET (11am-1pm PT)
 
Thanks,
Alaina
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell- 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 
 



mailto:McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov

mailto:katerina.galacatos@usace.army.mil

mailto:Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil

mailto:mak.kavita@epa.gov

mailto:mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/wifia












From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Longrie, Ashley; Temple, Leslie
Cc: Abigail Murray
Subject: FW: Sacred Lands File Request for Santa Clara Valley Water District
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2022 8:58:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Santa Clara Pacheco Request Form.pdf
PachecoReservoirExpansionProject_Location Map.pdf


Hey all,
I got this response back from NAHC after sending a few of the notices that Abigail prepped. Looks
like they’re still estimating a 6-8 week turn around time for submittals. Glad we got a few going.
Leslie- let me/Abigail know if you need help getting a form together for Santa Clara Safe Clean.
 
Thanks!
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C) 
 


From: NAHC@NAHC <NAHC@nahc.ca.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 6:43 PM
To: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>
Cc: Campagne, Cody@NAHC <Cody.Campagne@nahc.ca.gov>
Subject: FW: Sacred Lands File Request for Santa Clara Valley Water District
 
Hello,
 
Thank you for your message. We're in receipt of your request. We have recently
hired new staff, and this change in our office is creating some delays. We estimate
a turn-around time of 6-8 weeks and don't anticipate responding sooner than the
end of that time frame. Please let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
 
 
Native American Heritage Commission
1550 Harbor Blvd. Suite 100
West Sacramento, CA 95691
(916) 373-3710
 
 
From: McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2022 1:35 PM
To: NAHC@NAHC <NAHC@nahc.ca.gov>
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Local Government Tribal Consultation List Request 
 



Native American Heritage Commission 
1550 Harbor Blvd, Suite 100 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 



916-373-3710 
916-373-5471 – Fax 
nahc@nahc.ca.gov 



 
Type of List Requested 



☐   CEQA Tribal Consultation List (AB 52) – Per Public Resources Code § 21080.3.1, subs. (b), (d), (e) and 21080.3.2 
 



☐   General Plan (SB 18) - Per Government Code § 65352.3. 
Local Action Type: 



___ General Plan   ___ General Plan Element         ___ General Plan Amendment 
 
___ Specific Plan   ___ Specific Plan Amendment   ___ Pre-planning Outreach Activity  



 
Required Information 
 



Project Title:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Local Government/Lead Agency: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:_____________________________________________________   Zip:__________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________________   Fax:_________________________________________ 
 
Email:_____________________________________________ 
 
Specific Area Subject to Proposed Action 
 



County:________________________________    City/Community: ___________________________ 
 
Project Description: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional Request 



☐   Sacred Lands File Search  - Required Information: 
 



USGS Quadrangle Name(s):____________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Township:___________________   Range:___________________   Section(s):___________________ 





Washington, DC





20460





Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project





Santa Clara Valley Water District / Environmental Protection Agency





Alaina McCurdy





1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Mail Code 4202M





202-564-6996





mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov





Santa Clara





The Pacheco Reservoir sits north of Highway 152 and is located approximately 60 miles southeast of San Jose, California. The project is intended to mitigate against drought, provide emergency water supplies, and reduce aquifer depletion and flooding; and would include: an expanded reservoir with a total active storage capacity of 140 TAF; a new earthfill or hardfill dam and open channel spillway structure; new pipelines and tunnels connecting the new reservoir to the Pacheco Conduit; a new pump station; removal of the existing dam and associated channel restoration; access improvements; and associated utility improvements and relocations.  
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Figure 2-2. Project Area 


















Subject: Sacred Lands File Request for Santa Clara Valley Water District
 
Hello,
Please find attached the Sacred Lands File Request form for Santa Clara Valley Water District’s
Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. Also attached is a project map for your reference.
 
Please contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Alaina
 
 
 
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell- 
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: Escobar, Alejandro
Subject: FW: Section 7 Consultation Initiation Staff
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 1:11:00 PM


Heads up, I’m going to start reaching out to Reclamation and Corps on the Pacheco Reservoir. This
may trickle out to the R9 office who already reached out to us a few months ago.
Not sure if /how we want to give R9 or Candi/OFA a heads up that the app will be submitted soon.
Either way we ought to think about how we want to manage that.
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C) 
 


From: Melih Ozbilgin <MOzbilgin@valleywater.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 11:59 AM
To: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>; McCurdy, Alaina <McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Section 7 Consultation Initiation Staff
 
…and here are the contact we have for Army Corps of Engineers:
 
Katerina Galacatos, Ph.D.
Chief South Branch, Regulatory Division
San Francisco District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
450 Golden Gate Avenue, 4th Floor
San Francisco, California 94102-3406
Email: katerina.galacatos@usace.army.mil
Telephone: 415-503-6778
 
Keith Hess
San Francisco District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
601 Startare Drive, #13
Eureka, CA 95501
Email: Keith.D.Hess@usace.army.mil
Telephone:  (cell) or (707) 443-0855
 
 
 
 
 


From: Melih Ozbilgin 
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Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2022 2:49 PM
To: Mak.kavita@epa.gov; mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov
Subject: FW: Section 7 Consultation Initiation Staff
Importance: High
 
Kavita, Alaina,
 
Below are the contact information for the Bureau of Reclamation. Nicole is the PM for the San Luis
Low Point Improvement Project, at which Pacheco is the preferred NED alternative. Shane is her
supervisor and Anastasia is his supervisor. We meet bi-weekly on our Project Development meetings
and both Nicole and Shane participate at those.
 
Let me know if you need any other contact information from BOR. Todd is gathering contact
information from Corps of Engineers, San Francisco District. I will share them with you likely by
tomorrow.
 
It was great meeting and discussing with you both.
 
Best regards,
Melih
 


From: Johnson, Nicole S <njohnson@usbr.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2022 12:25 PM
To: Melih Ozbilgin <MOzbilgin@valleywater.org>
Subject: Section 7 Consultation Initiation Staff
 
Shane Hunt
Environmental Compliance and Conservation Branch Chief, Division of Environmental Affairs
916-978-5051
shunt@usbr.gov
 
Anastasia Leigh
Regional Environmental Officer, Division of Environmental Affairs
916-281-8471
aleigh@usbr.gov
 
 
Nicole S. Johnson
Project Manager
Bureau of Reclamation,  Interior Region 10 · California-Great Basin, Division of Planning
2800 Cottage Way MP-700, Sacramento, CA  95825
Office: 916-978-5085
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From: McCurdy, Alaina
To: "shunt@usbr.gov"; "aleigh@usbr.gov"; "njohnson@usbr.gov"
Cc: Mak, Kavita
Subject: RE: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District"s Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3:23:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Good afternoon,
I’m following up on my previous email on the Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I’d like to set up
a call to discuss the project and coordinate our reviews.
 
Thanks,
 
Alaina
 
 
 
Alaina McCurdy
WIFIA Program
McCurdy.alaina@epa.gov
(O) 202-564-6996
(C)  (preferred)
 
 


From: McCurdy, Alaina 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 3:27 PM
To: shunt@usbr.gov; aleigh@usbr.gov; njohnson@usbr.gov
Cc: Mak, Kavita <mak.kavita@epa.gov>
Subject: Coordination on Santa Clara Valley Water District's Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project
 
Hi Shane, Anastasia, and Nicole,
 
My name is Alaina McCurdy and I’m with EPA’s WIFIA Program run out of EPA Headquarters. WIFIA
is a loan program for water and wastewater infrastructure projects, and has invited Valley Water to
apply for their Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project. I expect their WIFIA application to be submitted
in the near future and was given your names by Valley Water. I’m the environmental reviewer
assigned to this project, responsible for the NEPA review, ESA and NHPA.
 
It’d be great to set up a time to chat about the project. Please let me know if any of these times over
the next week work for you both.
Friday 3/25 2-3pm ET (11-12pm PT)
Monday 3/28 12-4pm ET (9-1pm PT)
Tuesday 3/29 12-2pm ET (9-11am PT)
Wednesday 3/30 2-4pm ET (11am-1pm PT)
 
Thanks,
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Alaina
 
 
 
 
 


Alaina McCurdy


Environmental Scientist


Technical Support Branch


WIFIA Management Division


Office of Wastewater Management


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


mccurdy.alaina@epa.gov


Office- 202-564-6996
Cell- 
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